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Legal Rights and privileges of the teen court program





Teen Court is a voluntary diversion program.  It can only be implemented with the consent of both the parents (guardians/custodians) and the youth.


Teen Court can only be implemented if the essential facts are on which the alleged violation is based are agreed upon in writing by both parents (guardians/custodians) and the youth. It should be noted that such and agreement cannot be later admitted into evidence against the child in any formal court proceeding.


You have the right to not incriminate yourself.  If you agree to participate in Teen Court you give up that right and will be asked to testify.


You have the right to be represented by legal counsel of your choice.  If you desire an attorney, but are unable to afford one, Formal court will appoint one to represent you.  However Formal Court can only appoint an attorney to represent you, should you chose to have your case formally tried in court.


If Teen Court is completed in a satisfactory manner there will not be a formal petition filed regarding this charge.
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Teen Court is a diversion program offered to first time offenders ages 10-18, who are currently enrolled in an accredited school program.  Members of Teen Court (attorneys, jury, bailiff, etc) are trained teenage volunteers and returning defendants.  They work to create a legal and binging sentence for the defendant based on the following principles of Restorative justice:


1. What harm has been done?


2. Who has been harmed?


3. What can be done to repair the harm?








Participation in Teen Court is voluntary and is based on an admission of guilt.  The steps involved in the Teen Court process include the following:





Referral to the program by the States Attorney


Letter sent to Parent / Guardian by Teen Court Coordinator


Parent / Guardian contacts coordinator to set up 


        and intake date


Parent / Guardian and youth complete intake process including: program expectations, signing of relevant paperwork and scheduling a court date.


Youth along with Parent / Guardian appear in court


Youth is given 90 days to complete their sentence











Teen Court, a division of the Boys and Girls Club of Watertown, is a non-profit agency.  It relies on community organizations for support and services.  There is a charge to participate in Teen Court.  Any fees will be explained during the intake process. 








Sentencing, or deposition, options will very by charge, but will likely include one or more of the following:


2-6 Teen Court jury sessions


30-60 Community action Points (CAPS)


15-30 Community Service Hours


Personal/written/court apologies


Restitution


“Where am I’s”


Alcohol/Drug, YES!, Smart Moves, or Diversion Classes


Other sentences as deemed appropriate by the jury











Until all components of a sentence are complete, the defendant is required to check in on the 2nd and 4th Monday of the month.  A calendar of important dates is handed out on court nights.  Upon successful completion of the program a letter is sent the States Attorney for dismissal of the case.  A letter is also sent to the defendant stating that they have completed the program.  An evaluation of the Teen Court Program for the parents and the youth is included in the final paperwork











Participants in Teen Court are protected under South Dakota law.  Consequences will be imposed upon anyone who violates this law.











Participants must use discretion and common sense when dressing for court.  Proper courtroom etiquette will be enforced.  This includes no food, gum or drinks in the courtroom. Teen Court reserves the right to refuse to hear cases or allow jury duty to those who fail to abide by the following dress code:


Nice slacks (NO jeans)


No shorts or short skirts


No hats


No T-shirts, sweatshirts or hoodies


No tank tops or midriff baring shirts











Teen Court is a non-profit organization designed to impose consequences upon youth who violate the law, while at the same time allowing them to avoid the stigma, pressure and anxiety of a formal prosecution.  The program relies on adult and student volunteers in order to operate.  Youth in the program are welcomed and encouraged to become volunteers with Teen Court upon completion of their sentence.   Other youth and adults interested in volunteering may contact the Teen Court Coordinator for more information.
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